CTC BRISTOL SECTION
Annual report year ending September 2008

Introduction
 My first year as Secretary is nearly over and one thing I have learnt is that when it comes to writing Dave Amesbury is an impossible act to follow. Fellow committee members are now familiar with my spelling faux pas and grammatical quirks; there will no doubt be a few in this for you spot!  
I was hoping to get away with a 2-sided report but no such luck – too much has gone on over the year which is a positive sign that we are still very much a thriving section. 

Next year will bring some changes as we must decide at this years AGM the future format of the club in compliance with CTC Headquarters directives.  Next year may see the Section operating under a new name but I’m hopeful its original spirit will remain!
2007 AGM held at the clubroom on Wednesday 10th October 2008 with 18 members present
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Club Rides
Despite a decline in the number of members coming forward to lead rides Sue Hawkins has done an excellent job in producing varied rides programmes throughout the year with a good mix of easy, medium and hard rides with two rides taking place most weekends. 

Rides attendance at the start of the year was very disappointing with often only 2 or 3 turning out to brave the winter elements.  As the year has progressed so, gradually, has the attendance with several new faces emerging onto the scene which is encouraging. Our easy rides and more recently very easy morning rides, including a few on Saturday and starting in the centre of Bristol, are proofing popular and attracting new members with 17 turning up on a recent one. 
The programme included many of our traditional favourites. December saw 15 of us descend upon the Port of Call for our “turkey free” Christmas lunch after a brisk ride to Portishead on a beautiful cold crisp sunny morning. This was followed by Hugh’s famous Boxing Day ride “S’Liegh Wood, mince pies and mulled wine”    Leigh Woods were avoided this year because of the damp conditions but we paid a visit to Blaise Hamlet before descending on Hugh and Anne’s for copious amounts of mulled Wine, Mince Pie sand other festive treats. January started with a New Years Day ride which attracted a few riders who enjoyed a visit to the “Ring O’Bells” at Hinton Blewitt.
We decided this year to amalgamate our annual rounders match with the DA Intersection meet at Grittleton. Unfortunately the weather got the better of us and heavy showers prevented a single ball to be bowled. The annual BarBQ was replaced by a picnic to give the hard working organisers of the event a well earned break. 20 people turned up at the Blue Flame pub on what was probably the hottest Sunday this year.
The longer Wednesday evening rides have attracted a reasonable turnout of enthusiasts as have the occasional shorter social Wednesday rides. These culminated in a Curry Night on the last Wednesday when the numbers swelled to 21. 
Weekends Away and Club Holidays
Andrew Philips took over the challenging role of organising our YH trips this year and has done an excellent job providing us with a splendid and varied selection of hostels to sample. It is proving more difficult than ever to book these places for groups as the hostels now insist we reserve and pay upfront for a set number of places which we have to estimate and then try and fill. 

The year kicked of with a trip to Welsh Bicknor in late January. A total of 10 members rode to the hostel in the Wye Valley where they enjoyed an excellent evening meal provided by the hostel. 
The next trip was a long Easter Weekend at the Courthill Centre on the Ridgeway near Wantage where seven members enjoyed the warm hospitality of the warden and splendid views despite freezing temperatures and horizontal sleet.
Joe Prosser invited us on a tour of the Western Isles in Scotland in early May along with members from his local Aberdeen CTC. Fourteen from Bristol and 6 from Aberdeen enjoyed a week of cycling and Island hopping and no reports of any sea sickness!

Several Bristol members joined Joe Prosser and a contingent from Aberdeen at the Semaine Federal in Saumur in the Loire Valley in August. It was the first time for several of the Bristol members and all agreed it was an amazing weeks cycling.

Bristol was also represented at this years Birthday rides in the Cotswolds where our very own Section president Ted King had the honour of cutting the Birthday cake at the Birthday tea.

Andy booked a hostel on the North Pembrokeshire Coast, Caerhafood Lodge, for the August Bank Holiday weekend. Despite the magnificent location with splendid cycling and walking on offer only 7 booked to go, but all agreed it was an excellent location and had a brilliant time.
Finally a couple of weeks ago , 6 of us cycled to Wantage for a  return trip to the Courthill Centre, where we were joined by 6 members from Stroud and 2 from Swindon on the “DA Sleepover”. We enjoyed a meal in the hostel and each others company before cycling home our separate ways the next day.

Clubroom and Social Activities

Reg Porter, as always, did a magnificent job in organising a mixed and varied programme of slide shows, films and presentations for the winter club room. Attendance was sufficient to cover running costs with the admission staying at £2.00 which included free tea and biscuits. Many thanks to all who contributed with their slides and presentations and to Alec and Janet Lebas and Hugh for the housekeeping and catering. 
Our Annual auction of useful and curious bike bits took place in February and was presided over by Auctioneer Garry Harris. Over £200 was raised thanks to Garry’s persuasive charms
We had our annual Christmas pizza and pasta at Amicis in December where 22 attended and were treated to a free desert, courtesy of the Section, to round off the 100th Anniversary celebrations. Thanks to Sue Hawkins and Reg Porter for organising this.
The monthly Tuesday evening Socials at the Knights Templar which were started in early summer have not attracted many members.

DA and National Events
The poor weather meant that only a handful of members actually rode to the DA Carol Service at Cam in early December but a good number made their way by other means and enjoyed the service and accompanying tea provided by the Stroud Section. As always it was excellent.

The annual DA Dinner, Prize presentation and dance followed in January when it was time for all to abandon their cycling gear and don their best bib and tucker.  It was held again at Eastwood Park and attended by 56 members of the DA of which a good percentage were from Bristol. Berry Parker undertook the role of Master of Ceremonies and Cyril Slocombe of Severn Road Club and The Bristol Thursday Old Timers proposed the toast to the DA with an excellent address to which Hugh Marshall, DA president responded. The trophies were presented by Cyril’s wife Mary. Thanks to all these for fulfilling their roles so admirably.  Also thanks to Dave Amesbury for organising the entire evening , Joan Orchard for her assistance and Brian Griffiths for organising the raffle.
We had a disappointing turnout for the Castle Coombe Church service in April with only 7 members riding to the event in wet and windy conditions. A few more made their own way there.

Dave Amesbury yet again ran the DA Veterans 100 in 12 in June and picked a lovely sunny day! Riders from Bristol, Stroud and Cheltenham sections and the Thursday Old Timers took part and completed the 100 mile course in the requisite time.
The turn out for the Intersection meet and Picnic at Grittleton was poor by all Sections. This may have been because of the atrocious weather. The planned game of rounders was abandoned and lunch was eaten indoors accompanied by lashing of tea and biscuits. Thanks Hugh.

Finally it was good to meet up with members of Stroud and Swindon at the DA Sleepover at the Courthill centre, Wantage and spend some time with them. 

Audax Events

Joe Prosser ‘s Tasty Cheddar last October was a popular as ever and attracted 146 entries of which 129 rode on the day. The weather was rather overcast but warm.
The South Glos 110k attracted 122 entries and 112 rode on the day. The weather was much kinder to us this year.

In June two new events took place at the end of Bike week, The Avon Cycleway 130km and Castle Coombe Caper 50km both started and finished at the Cleeve Rugby club in Mangotsfield. The Avon Cycleway attracted 68 entries of which 54 rode whist another 20 entered and 17 rode the Castle Coombe Caper.  Despite the inclement weather all who rode enjoyed the routes, so they will appear on the calendar again next year.
Thanks to all who helped with these events. Without your support it would not be possible to run them.

Section Finance
Dave Johnson has done a splendid job of keeping the accounts together. See treasurers report for more information
Press and Publicity
We have been without a Press and Publicity officer this year so all efforts have been shared out between committee members. Local press has been informed of our Rides Programmes and Hugh designed a poster which we distributed to many local outlets along with copies of our Rides Programme.  We had our usual publicity stall at the finish of Bristol Biggest Bike Ride and the Bike Breakfast and recently had one at the Bristol Streets Alive Festival. All attracted a steady stream of visitors.

 A big plus this year has been Andy Maloney undertaking the revamp of our Website. This is where most people find out about us and also where we can communicate to the world what’s happening within the club. Andy has done a splendid job of keeping it bang up to date with what’s going on and is continually improving it. The website address is: www.ctcwest.org.uk/bristol
National Bike Week

Once again section members, under the guidance of Berry Parker, marshalled the Pill area on Bristol’s Biggest Bike Ride. We also had our usual publicity stall at the finish of the ride.  Nearly 5,000 riders took part in the event this year. A small number of members rose early on the Tuesday morning to run our stall at the Bike and Walking breakfast on College Green which was also well attended (The sun came out for a change!).  Thanks to all who helped out with these events.

We also organised the 2 Audax rides mentioned above.
Cycling Rights and network Activities
The Section usually has a presence at the local Council Bike forums where local cycling issues are discussed.  
Members showed their support to the opposition of turning the Bristol to Bath cycle path into a dedicated “Bus-way”.  Opposition to the scheme from local cyclists and residents was so strong that the council have shelved the idea. 
Bristol was chosen as England’s first Cycling City in June which has meant a cash boost of £22 million for  cycling in the City over the next 2 ½ years. The aim is to double the number of people cycling in the city in this time. It is important that the CTC is represented on the consulting ‘committees’ for this project and our area CTC rights to ride representative, Steve Kinsella, has been instrumental in ensuring that our presence is there. A few of us met with Councillor Terry Cook, Bristol ‘cycling champion’ to discuss how the Bristol Section could help with promoting cycling and encouraging new cyclists. 
People

Last Autumn we were all greatly saddened by the death of Sheila KIng after an illness which she bore with great courage.  Sheila was a very special lady who gave so much to Bristol Section and the DA   She is sorely missed.

Stan Watts is recovering well from his hip operation and is back on his bike and so is Jack Mason who underwent major surgery earlier in the year. 

Ted King our section president and Roy Williams long time leader of the Thursday Old timers both celebrated their 80th Birthday with year and I believe our ex secretary Dave Amesbury is about to reach “three-score years and ten” along with other Bristol cycling colleagues. Congratulations to all and keep the pedals turning!
Appreciations
The Committee wish to thank all the members of the section for their support and companionship over the past year.
Special thanks to our rides leaders, who yet again have provided us with a brilliant and varied selection of rides throughout the year.
I would also like to thank the committee who all work so hard throughout the year organising and promoting events for us to enjoy. (I would just like to slip in a thank you to Berry Parker for continuing to keep us supplied in club clothing)

Dave Amesbury has continued to write our Section Tourist report with his usual flare and wit which is appreciated by all. Thank you Dave.

Finally, many thanks to our Chairman Hugh Marshall for all his help and support and president Ted King for his wealth of experience

Jane Chapman Sectretary CTC Bristol Section
5th Oct 2008
